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5 Tothe Learned. 
Eme, perlege, nec te precii pænitebit. 


To the ſimple. 
Buy mee, read me through, and 
thou hee" not repente thee of 


thy coſt. 


5 


r 


pected any time theſe three yeares, but this 


To the Gentle Reader. 


n Roface gentle Gẽ- 
blk bes I tlemen,lam ſorry I haue 
N 2 no better Cates to prelẽt 
N EA you with: but pardon [ 
5 ce? 0 pray you, for this which 
el hauc heere prouided, 
was bred in Lent, and Lent (you know) is 
laid of leane, becauſe it macerates & makes 
leanethe bodye: iftherefore this dish bee 
leane and nothing anſwearable to your ex- 
pectation, let it ſuftice twas bred in Lent: 
neither had it anye time wherein it might 


gather anye thinge vnto it ſelfe to make it 
more fat and de lightfull. His Epiſtle I ex- 


mine aunſwer ſine fuco loquar, though it be 
A 


2 not 


* 


To the Reader. 


not worthy to bee called the worke of 
one well ſpent houre ) l have wrought 
toonth out of the ſtolne houres of three 
weekes: foralthouzh occaſion hath been 
oftered euer ſiuce the Epiltle hath been ex- 


tant. to anſwere it: yet held in ful pencecon- 


ſidering the man and matter, Whether [ 
should take it vpon mee or no: at laſt con- 
cluding him ealily anſwerable , I haue vn- 
dergone it: therefore how ſocuer you ſee it 
crept abroad Gentles, receiue it well in 
worth: Your fauours happily might adde 
ſtrength vntoit, andſt rre vpthe taunt cree- 
ping ſteps to a wore liuely pace: it by hard 
hap being denied of the piogreſſe, keeping 
at home hath growne ſomewhat greater. 
To tell you what the man is, andthe rea- 
ſon of this book were but triuiall aud luper- 
fluous, only this, youmay call it The trim- 


ming of Thomas Nasbe, wherein hee is de- 
(cribe 


d.In trim ming of which deſcri ption, 
though l haue founde out and fercht from 


the mint ſome few new vvordes to coulor 


him, 


Tothe Reader. 


him, grant me pardon, I thinke them fitte 
for him who is fo limmed and coullored 
vvich all nevy found villame: for itchey bee 
etimoligiſde, they no vvhit diſagree from 
his properties Slender labour hath ſut fi- 
ſed to vveaue thus thinne ſuperficial vaile 
to couer his crimſon Epiſtle, and Shaddovv 
it toorth vntothe vvorld. For as a garment 
of too bright a color ist go euil an obiedt for 
the eyes (a8 is the Sun) & is nothing gazed 
after, uo not of thoſe vvho neuer ſavv it be- 
fore: yet nevve tlungs are deſired, becauſe 
tyvould proue pernicious to their eyes, but 
once ore · clovvded and couei ed vvith a 


lavvne veſture, through that it shines & be- 


commeth a leſſe hurting obiect, and dravvs 
the peoples ſight after it: fo his Epiſtle init 
ovvne colour beeing too teſplendent and 
hurttull to the nates, is laid apart & is no- 
thing in requeſt tor that tvvould proue as a 
burn ing glaſſe vntotheir eyes, but veſtured 
vvith this Caule & raie· vvrought garmẽt, i 
loſeth part of ic hurting vigour, d che retoie 
is cald to be ſeene againe. 


AN Im 


To the Reader, 


Loathed tedioulnes I allo eſchewed as no 
lefle hurciul! chan too bright an obiect: the 
Booke which he dedicateth to me, is ſo te- 
dious, that had I read itthrou Zh, it ſo loath- 
ſome would haue yvrought more on mee 
both vpvvard & dowuvvard, then 3. drams 
of pilles: his Epiſtle is not behinde hand, to 
that I might lay as ſaid Diogenes to the mer 
ol Minda, (vvhoſe gates vyere greater iu a- 
nalogicall proportion then their Citie:) O 
yee men ot Minda,looke to your Citie, that 
it flyes not out at your gates: So his booke 
might well for the largeneſſe of the Epiſtle 
haue flowne out at it, and ſurely I thinke 
had his book any wings, that is, any queint 
deuiſe flying abroad to pleaſe withall, it 
would neuer haue ſtaid till this time: ther- 
tore I thinke it prouidently done of him 
(though out of doubt che foole had no ſuch 
dritt)ro make the gates ſo bigge, that when 
vve haue paſſed through the gates, ſuppo- 
ſing all the Cittie to be ſutable to the ſtateli- 
nes ofthem: but after we are entred, find- 

ing 


To the Reader. 


ing our ſelues meerely guld, and that allthe 
Cittie is not worth the gates, vvee may the 
more realily finde the vvay out of the 
Cittie againe, the gates beeing ſo great: 


and this remedye I tounde once vvhen 


I tooke my tourney into his Cittie. But 
to returne, [frhis bee not fo vvell ſer toorth 
as you could yyishit vvere, blame mee not: 
for as the Moon bein naked & bare, is ſaid 
onceto haue gone to her mother,andasked 
of her a coat to cloath her: but she anſyve- 
red, there could bee no coate made fit for 
her, for her inſtabilitie, ſometime she being 
in the ful, and ſomtime in the vvane: ſo hee 
being a man of ſo great reuolution, I could 
not fit him, for it I had vndertakento ſpeak 
of one ot his properties, another came into 
my mind, & another follovved that, vvhich 


bred confuſion, making it too liitle ſor him: 


therefore vvere it not toolittle, it might be 
tvvold be fit, but hovvſoeuer, pardon (Gen- 
tlemen) my boldnes in preſenting to your 
fauorable vie wes this litle & cofuled coate. 


Yours in all curteſie, Ricbard L:cbficld, 


9 
. ²˙ ü ˙¹wG m on Se * 
* 

I" * 


The trimming of Thomas Nasbe. 
IR heereis agentleman at the doore 


Wy | would ſpeake with you. Let him come 
in. M. Naſte! welcome. What, you 
v ould betrimd? & I cannot denie you 
chat fauour, Come, fit downe, Ile trim 
| & you my ſelfe. How now? what makes 
ou ſit downe ſo tenderly ? you crintch in your buttocks 
ike old father Pater patrie,he that was father to a whole 
countrey of baſtards. Diſpatch, ſt, boy, ſet the water to 
the fire: but ſirra, hearke in youreare, firſt goe prouide 
me my breakfaſt, that Igoe not ſaſting about him then 
goe to the Apothecarie, and fetch mee ſome repreſsiue 
Antidotum to put into the baſon, to keep done the ve- 
nomous vapors chat ariſe from his infectious excremẽts: 
for (Itell you) like not his countenance, Iam afraid he 
labours of the venereall murre. 
Muſe not( gentle Thomas) that I come ſo roughly vp- 
on you with Sit downe, without anie Dedicatorie Epi- 
ſtle, which (I know) you expected; for that your Epiltle 
(in ſome wile) brought forth this ſmall Worke : which 
e I omitted, ſcorning Patronage againſt you. 
or if (by an Epiſtle) Ihad made ſome Lord or Knight 
my Patron, it would haue _— and giuen courage 
to you that ( not ſufficient of my ſelfe) I ſhould get ſome 
Protector to ſtand out with you. As in a Cocke· fight, if 
the Cocke-maſter takes off his Cocke when they are 


buckled together, it encourageth the other Cocke (dee- 
B ming 


3 you. 


The trimming of Thomas Nashe, 


ming his aduerſarieto flye to his Maſter for refuge): ſo 


that hee crowes ſoorth the triumph before the victorie. 
Therefore forſooth, if for orders ſake (that of cuſtome 


night be made a neceſſarie Jaw) you would haue an E- 
piſtle, I thought it beſt, teſpecting the ſubiect matter, as 


O elo- 


quence fo 


ql 
It 
| | 


| 
ly 


Item for, 


el put in 


neere as poſsibly I could to patterne it with the like Pa- 


tron. Then not knowing where to heare of ſome mi- 


cre ant, polluted with all vices both of bodie & minde: 
and vie wing ouer all the impreſt images of men in the 
me motiall cell of my braine, at laſt I eſpied your ſelſe 
more liuely ingrauen than the reſt, and as it were offring 
yout ſelfe to this purpoſe, Then preſently I made choice 
of you, that like an aſſe you —— beare your burden, & 
patronize your owne ſcourge, as dooth the filly hedge- 
ſparrow , that ſo long foſtereth vp the cuckow in her 
neaſt, till atſength ſhe bee devoured of het: or the Vi- 
per that is deltroyed of her owne whelpes. All Eng- 
land for a Patron. But to this ſodaine joy, (for ſodaine 
joy ſoone ends) this croſſe happened; That knowing it 
to bee my duetie to gratulate my Patrone with the firſt 
hereof, but not knowing where to finde you, for that 


you (che Worlds Citizen) are heere and there, you may 


dine in this place, & goe ſupperleſle to bed, if you know 
where to haue your bed: you maye bee in one priſon to 
day, and in another to morrow : ſↄ that you haue a place 
but as a fleeting incorporeall ſubſtaunce, circumſcribed 


| withno limits, that of your one you haue not fo much 


as one of Diegeves his poore cottages, You haue indeed 
a termmns a 9&0 (as we Logic:ans ſpeake) but no termi- 
nn ad quem. Now fir, forthe vncertaintie of your man- 


How hard ſion houſe, you hauing all the world ro kcepe Court in, 
ly Ileuue and being ſo haunted with an earthquake, that in what 


h Com 


mon place? next, my little Booke might kill three ot ſouie porters, 


houſe ſocuer you are one daye, you are ſhaken out the 


that 


PP 


The trimming of Thomas Nasbe. 
that muſt run yp anddowne London to ſeeke you, and at - 


the laſt might dye it ſelfe for want of ſuccour it 
comes to your hands. Yetit _ bee; that in your re · 
queſt you are inſatiable, you will take no excuſe, your 
ill is your reaſon, nay may not be admitted. Well, it 
ſnall be yours: for your Epiſtles ſake, haue at you with 


an Epiſtle. 


ieee 


e 
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The trimmin g of Thomas Nashe, 


8 To the polypragmaticall, paraſitupocriticall, 
and pant opbaiuou den deconticall Puppie 
Thomas Nasbe, Richard Leichfield wisb- 
esbthe continuance of t hat he hath : that is, 


that be want not the want of health, wealth, 


and libertie. 


Nu hun uit tibiNashum prora N puppi humque carentem. 


O D ſaue you (tight gloſſomachicall 
ee. The vertuous riches, where- 
2 "> with (as broad ſpread Fame reporteth) 

A you arc indued, though fem malum, 

Al (as ſaich the pber) which I confirme: 
for that ſhee is tam ficti prauique tenax, 
nam nuncia veri, as well ſaith Maſter N Lilly in 
is Adioctius verbaliain ax. I ſay the report of your rich 
vertues ſo bewitched me toward you, that I cannot but 
ſend my poore Book to be — ſuccoured of you, 
that when both yours & my frends ſhall ſee ir, they may 
(for your ſake) vertuouſly accept of it. But, it may be, 
you denie the Epiſtle, the e is of you, the Epiſtle 
mult be to ſome other. Ianſwer, you are defirousof an 
Epiſtle. Did not {ſar write thoſe things himſelf which 


TH 
WE 


N 4 WF S 


himſelſe did? and did not Lucia that golden Aﬀe ſpeak 
ofhimlelf which was the Aſſe ? & willnot you (though 
2 25 an 


eee 


r Pi ²˙  — — — —— 
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The trimming of Thomas Nashe. 

an Aſſe yet neither golden nor ſiluet) patronize that 
which others tooke p ines to write of you? ¶ ſar and 
Luciut for that ſhall tiue for euer: and ſo ſhall you, as 
long az euer you hue. Go too I ſay, he is an ill horſe that 
wil faot cattie his one prouender. But chiefly I am to 
tell you of one thing, which I chuſe to tell you of in my 
Epiſtle, both becaule of Epittles ſome be denuntiatorie, 
25 alſo conſidering that wiſe ſaying elſwhete of the pre- 
ciſe Schoolem iſter: If thy frend commit anie enormi- 
ous offence toward thee, tell him of it in an Epiſtle. And 
truly this is a g eat and enormious once, at which my 
choller ſtands vpright, neither will Iput it vp. There- 
fore in ſad ies ptouid: your La wier, I haue mine, it will 
beate as good an action, as if you ſhould haue come in- 
to a other m ins houſe, and neuet ſay, Hoe God be here: 
that is, you rote a foule Epiſtle to mee, and neuet told 
me of it before : you night haue ſaid, By your leaue firs 
I warrant you Ivritebuc this ſmall Epittle to you, and l 
tell you of it as long before as the Epiltle is long. But 
no l remember me, there was no hatred between vs 
before, and therefore twould be prooued but chaunce- 
medley. Let it euen alone, it cannot be vndone, for a 
thing eaſely done, neuer can be vndone: and a man may 
— ly become a knaue, but hardly an honeſt man. And 

us ( maleuolent Tom ) Ileaue thee, From my chan · 
ber in Camb. to your“. 


Tour in loue v/que ad ara. 


B 3 


All your trimming , 


parts, 


The trimm ing of Thomas Nashe. 


W ſee howe louingly I deale with you in my E- 
piſtle and tell of your vertues, which ( God for- 
ons for it) is as arraut a lye as cuer was told: but to 
e theſe „ ſpeeches and to come io your 
cauſe I will deale round!y with you, I wil 

cut you with the round cut, in which I include two cuts: 
Firſt the margent cut: Secondly the perfect cut: The 
margent cut is nothing els but a preparation to the per- 
fect cut, wherby I might more perfectly diſcharge that 
ſtanding poole, the brinks 
called the margenrs be- 


cut vpon you, for as in a 
thereof, which ate not vn 


ing pared away, we may the better ſee thercinto : ſo the 
margents which fitly we may terme the brinkes of your 
—— poole ( ſot it infects the eare as doth 
the ſtinki hee the ſmell) being cut away, Imay the 


the 


this perfect cut and cid my ſelſe ofyou. To 
argent cut. When firſt your Epiſtle came into my 
2 it, and ſcaling the margents of ic 
Ieſpied a ſeely note quaſi connerſant about beads, I ſayd 
not a word, but turning ouer a leaſe or twoo more to ſee 
if you continued in thoſe ſimple animaduerſions and in- 
deed I ſaw you to bee no changling, for there I eſpied 
be bers knacking of their fingers, & lowſie naper i, as foo- 
liſh as the other. ſemper idem (thought I) might be your 
mot, and ſo you will dye: then I began to marke the 
note which you adioyned to your notes that they might 
be noted, there toſſing and turning your booke 
' downe, whenthe weſt end of it hapned to be vpward, 
me thought your note ſeemed a D, ah Dusce, Dot, Des- 
terell, quoth I, well might it be a D. and for my life for 
the ſpace of twoo houtcs, could I not leaue rayling of 
thee all in D.. 
Novy to the petſect cut: I cannot but admire 


T̃ be trimmingof Thomas Nashe. 

the tittle you allow me, ſeeing wee admire monſters 2 
well as vertuous men, and a foole ( as oft I haue heard 
Scholers diſpute in mine office ) as amonſter : other 
Barbers like not the title, it pleaſeth me, and all the 
Dukes in Spaun cannot ſhew the like, and [ thinke that 
halfe a yeeres . dunſticall 
hammer · headed ſcalpe. but thou doſt to diſgrace mee, 
and thinkſt thy title decketh a Barber, and that a Bar- 
ber with thy title is as a rotten chamber hangd with 
cloth of artas, but tis not ſo: alas thy reading affoords 
thee not to kno ve che ancient and valorous power of 
Barbers. 

I could ſpeake howe they flouriſhed amongſt 
the Abents, a fierce. and warlike people, and by the Bar · 
bers perpolike cunning as it were amending nature and 
ſhaping their facesto more auſteritie, they became more 
victorious, as Plurareh recordeth in the life of I heſeus: 
and young ſtripplings newly fit for armes, firſt were 
brought to D-{phes, and there offered the firſt fruites of 
their haire to /upiter, next him the Barbers were ſerued 
and they cut them, and were as /oxes Viſes to make 
them fic for warre. They floutiſhed before with the 
Arabims, the Mylians, the Dacians, the Dalmatian, 
the Macedonians, the Thracians, the Serui aui, the Sar- 
macians, the Valachiansand the Bulgarians, as ſaith Pol- 
liderss Virgil: afterward Alexanderemertained into his 
campes Barbers as the ſpurres and wherſtones of his 
armies, 

Dioniſius that blood · chirſtie Tyrant that feared 
no peeres, ſtoode al waies in feare of Barbers, and 
rather would haue his hayre burnt off, than happen in- 
to the Barbers handes. 

I Therefore ina Barbers ſhop( as Plutarche repor- 
teth) where ſome fewe were talking of the 2 


Thetrimming of Thomas Nasbe. 
of Badger —— What (ſaid the Barber) are you 


2 8 8 onyſius, whome within theſe two or 
three daiesI muſt ſhave 2 When Dionyſſu heard of this, 
| he gate the Barber ſecretly to be put to death, for feare of 
alter · claps. The Barbers Chaire is the verie Royall-Ex- 
None but of newes, Barbersthe head of all Trades, I 
Barber; could ſpgake of their excellencie, for that a mans face 
medals (the princi 5 of him) is committed onely to Bar- 
with the Allt adorne the life of man, but none (ex- 
head, cept Barbers) haue the life of man inthei power, and 
| to them they hold vp their throates readie. 

If they be happie, whom pleaſure, profit andhonor 
make happie, then Barbers with great facilitie attaine to 
happines. For pleaſure, if chey be abroad, they are ſoght 
too of the beſt Companions, Knights and Eſquires ſend 
ſor them: if at home and at worke, they are in pleaſing 
conference; if idle, they paſſe that time in life · delign- 
ting muſique, For profite, a Barber hath living in all 
parts of England : he hath money brought in as due as 
rents, of thoſe whom he neuer ſaw before. For honour, 

Kings andruling Monarchs, (to whom all men crouch 

with cap in hand and knee dn ground) onely to Barbers 
ſit barchead, and with bended knees, But for allthis, 
thou ſpateſt not to raile on Barbers (as on all others) : & 
bdeing full of botches and byles thy ſelfe, ſpueſt forth thy 
corruption on all others : but l noughtreſpeQi, thy 

* Faylings rather profitemee, For (as Antijthenes was 
wont to ſay ) a man might as well learne to liue well of 

his ill willing & abuſiue enemies, as ofhis honeſt frends; 

of theſe, by Blowin their vertues, of the others by eſ- 
chuing their actions, by ſeeing the effects that followed 


thoſe actions in his enemies: and as Telepbus ( beeing 
wounded, and deſtitute of a ſauing remedie at home) 


went euen to his enemies and ſworne foes, to get ſome 
ſoue- 


The trmming of Thomas Naſhe. 
ſouerraigne medicine, ſo if of my friendes I could not 
Icarne temperance, I might learne of thee by ſeeing 
the effectes of thy canketed conuicious tongue, for 
by that thou art brought into contempt, thy talking 
makes thee bee accountcd as a purſe that cannot bee 
ſhutte, and as an houſe whoſe doore ſlandes alwayes 
open, and as that open purſe contayneth no ſiluer, and 
in that houſe is nothing worthie the taking away, ſo 
out ot thy mouth proceedeth nothing but noyſome 
and ill- ſauered vomittes of railinges : Wherefore draw 
together the ſtringes, and locke vp the doore of thy 
mouth, and before thou ſpeakeſt ſuch ill corrupted 
ſpeeches againe, let it be lifted of the hingelles, rule I 
ſay that little and troubelſome vermin that ſmal 
of thine, which in ſome is not the ſmalleſt parte of ver- 
tue, but in thee the greateſt Arte of vice, not vnlike the 
Purple fiſh which whileſt ſhe gouernes her tongue well, 
it getteth her foode and hunteth after her praye , but 
when ſhee neglect it, it bringeth her deſtruction, and 
ſhe is made her ſelfe a pray vnto the fiſher, ſo that in 
that ſmall parcell all vertue and vice lyes hidden, is 
recorded of Kias whom king Ama commaunding 
to ſende home the beſt and moſt profitable meate 
from the market, hee ſent home a tongue, the king 
demaunding a reaſon, hee anſwered that ofa tongue 
came many profitable and good ſpeeches , and this 
tongue thou baſt not : Then the king ſent him to 

the woorlt and molt ynprofitable meate, and he 
likewiſe bought a tongue , the king alſo asking the 
reaſon ofthis, from nothing ( ſayde he) iſſueth worſe 
venome then from the tongue, and this tongue thou 
haſt,and this tongue croſle with the barre of reaſon, leſt 
thou ſeeme more fooliſh then thoſe geeſe in Cilicia, 


which when the flie in the night time by the hill Tau, 
C that 


4 


hath poſſeſt of Eagles, are ſayde to gette Nones 


Alarke 


this ſecret 
ge 


enten into thy teeth that waſhinge cannot 


into ther mouthes by which as by a bridlethey raine 
in their cryinges , and fo quietly paſſe the greedie ta- 
lentes of the Eagles: but alas why inuect I ſo againſt 
thy tongue ? 4" wy a lingeudo, and you knowe wee 
vic alwayes to like in , and fo thou thouldeſt keepe 
in thy poyſon : or a Hand which is to binde, and 
ſo thou ſhouldeſt binde vp and not diſperſe abroad 
that ranker in thee : thy tongue doth but in dutie 
vtter that which is committed vnto it, and na- 
ture hath ſet before it a double bull-woorke of teeth 
to keepe in the vagrant wordes which ſtraying a- 
broade and beeing ſurpriſed may betray the whole 
cittie, and the vpper bull-woorke ſometimes ſerues 
for a percullis , which when any raſcallie woorde 
hauing not the watch-worde , that is, reſo», ſhall 
bur enter out of the gates, is preſently lette downe 
and ſo it cuttes it of before it woorketh wracke to 
the whole Caſtell : therefore 1 muſt of neceſſitie find 
out another cauſe of thine infected ſpeech , and now 
J haue founde it, fie on thee , I ſmell thee , thou 
haſt a ſtinkinge breath, but a ſtinking breath (ſome 
/) . of foule teeth, and if it bee ſo, waſn 
thy teeth Tom, for if thou wouldeſt drawe foorth 
good and cleane wordes out of thy mouth , thou 
wouldeſt waſhe thy teethe as euerie tapſter that 
to drawe good beare will waſhe the potte be- 
e hee gooeth: but it may bee the filth hath fo 
e IT A- 
way, then doe as that venome - bitinge that 
Nile - breede Crocodile, which to her teethe 
ol thoſe ſhiuered reedes that are ed berweene 
by feedinge in the water, commeth to: the ſhoore, 
and there gapinge ſuffereth ſome friendly bird wich- 

| ous 
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out daunger to creepe into her mouth , and with 
her bill to picke away the troubling reedes : fo 
come you but to ſome ſhoore , and lle bee that 
Trochilus, Ile picke your teeth and make a cleane Trochilu 
mouth, or lle picke out toungue and all, but of 
this ſtininge breath 1 ſpeake not. Tadet anima 
ayth the Comedian, and this I meane not mea- 
ning as hee meant, for hee meant a ſtinkinge 2*/P%7 
breath, but by anima I meane the forme by which 
thou art, what thou art, by which alſo thy ſenſes 
woorke , which giueth vſe to all thy faculties and 
from which all thy actions proccede , and this ani- 
n if thou termiſt a breath, this breath ſtinketh 
and from this breath ( as little riuers flowe from a 
fountaine ) all thy woordes flowe foorth and the 
fountaine becing corrupted (as you knowe ) like- 
wiſe all the leſſer rivers needes mult bee corrupted, 
and this a, this breath or fountayne thou muſt 
cleanſe , but howe to cleanſe this breath it paſſeth 
my cunninge to tell , for thoughe (as 1 am a Cir- 
orgion ) I coulde picke your teeth, for the other 
ſtinkinge breath, yet this 1 durſt not imeddlewith, 
this hath neede of a metaphiſition , and lette it 
ſuffice for mee rudely to take vppe the bucklers and ,,  , - 
laic them downe againe , onely to tune the Lute, malate 
but to leaue to the more cunning to playe there-  , 
on , Count it enough for mee that am but an ad- — 
uincte to a Scholler, that haue nothinge of my 
ſelfe but what 1 gleane at the diſputation of 
ſome Schollers in myne office, let it bee ſuffici- 
ent for mee (1 fay ) onely to'tell the reaſon of this 
ſtinkinge breath, and to leave to more ſounde Phi- 
loſophers to determine and ſet downe the remedie of it, 


but nowe it may bee reipſnm noſes, you ſmell your 
| C3 owne 


The trimming of Thyma; Naſhe. 


owne breath, and finde it to bee ſo intoxicated with 

poyſon that vnleſſe you haue preſent lielpe you ate 

quite vndone, you periſh vtterly, and knowing me to 

has be a man of ſuch excellent partes, yea of farre better 

Ha 54 4 rtes t hen In peach hee theſe igt partes, are very in- 
rage borro {tant with me to vnbinde the bundell which 1 gathe. 
ed fr 079 red at diſputations, and giue you ſome remedie for 
Jour ene this ſtinkinge breath: loc howe vertue in the friend 


N 5 | 
dung bil-. calleth foorth her beames cuer vpon her enemie, 1 


Ie, am ouercome, bluſhingly I vndertake it, and like a 
cine for a baſhfull mayde refuſe, yet ceigue you that fauour, 
 flinkeng then marke, firſt goe get ſome ſtrong hempe, and 
leah Workeit andtemper it ſo long together till thereariſe 
* out of it an engine which wee call Capiſtrum, then 
carry this Capiſtrum to ſome beame that lyeth a croſſe, 

for none elſe will ſerue, when it muſt bee ſtraynde 

and the one ende of it faſten to the beame, and one 

the other make a nooſe of as rounde a figure as you 
can for the roundeſt figure is the moſt retentiue, let 
the nooſe bee alwayes readie to ſhde , for mans 
breath is lipperie , then when cueric thing is fitted, 
boldly put through thy heade, then worke the (a. 
piſtrum ouer newe agayne , ſwinge vppe and downe 
twice or thrice that it may be well ſtrainde, and fo 
in ſhort time your olde breath will bee gone, diſ- 
payre not yet man, probatum eit , olde e/£/on was 
deade a while but reuiued agayne and liued many 
3 yeare after , but marke, nowe to the pynche , if 
Platoes traſmigration holde, ( which ſome menne 
holde that the anime and breathes of men that bee 
deade doe fleete into the bodyes of other menne 
which ſhall ue, then 1 holde that ſome breath ſee- 
ing thy younge bodie without an avima, and tu ould 
dee harde lucke if ſome breath or other ſhould our 
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be yer ſtraying about for a body , their being con- 
tinually ſo many let looſe at Tiburne, I ſay, ſome 


vnbeſpoken vagrant breath wil goe in and poſſeſſe thy 


body : nowe it this remedie helpe not ſurely thou art 
vnrecurable, if alſo thy newe breath happen to be as 
ſtinking as thy olde , thou wilt neuer haue a ſwecte 
breath in this worlde nor then neither , And thus 
much of my title. ; 

You knowe or at the leaſt ought to knowe that 
writers ſhoulde eſhewe lyes as Scorpions, but your 
lyes that you deuiſd of one are the greateſt parte of 
the matter of your Epiſtle, as, fy ſhoppe in the toWpne, 
the teeth hat hange ont at my Windowe , my painted 

e, with many others which fill vp roome in 


the Epiſtle in aboundant manner, and which are no- | 


thing elſe but meere lyes and fictions to yeeld the mat- 
ter, whereby | petceiue howe threede- bare thou art 
waxen, howe barren thy gre and that thy 
true awplitying vaine 1s quite dryec . Repenr, 
repent, I —— — thy lying Wich thout 
repentance is very haynous, that one lye I make of 
thee in this booke is preſently waſhed away with re- 
pentance , An other lye I cannot but tell you off, 
which you clappe in my teeth in the very beginning 
of your Epiſtle , which nothinge mee for 
that 1 ſuppoſe it to bee committed of ignorance , 
that is you tell mee that you come vpon mee with 
but a dicker of Dickes, but — come vppon mee 
with ſeuenteene or eighteene Dickes, whereby 1 ſee 
thy ignorance in the Greeke t thou know eſt not 
hat a dicker is, a dicker is but ten of any thing, for it 
commeth of the Greeke worde q which i 


terpretation, Ten. | 
Thon obieaeſt that olde Tooly and 1 differed , 1 


. 7 nl con. 
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confeſſe it, 1 am a man alone, 1 ſcorne ſuch ra 


The trimming of Thomas Naſhe. 


d 
rent · foorth ſpeech , yet thou mayelt well — 3 
the duall · number, thou ſcabbed , ſcalde, lame, hal- 
ting adiectiue as thou art, in all thy guiles, thou ne- 
uer hadeſt that guile as alone to get thee one cruſt of 
breade : no, I knowe not who had a hande with you 
in this ſeely Epiſtle, goe too, hee is not a miniſter, he 
hadde hut ſmall reaſon for it: againe, you remember 
the time w he nyout fellowe L«ſer and you lay in cole- 
harbour together, when you had but one payre of 
breeches betweene you both, but not one penie to 
bleſſe you both, and howe by courſe hee woore the 
breeches one day, and went cunny-catching about for 
victuals, whileſt you lay in bedde, and the next day you 
wore the breeches to goe begge whileſt he lay in bed, for 
all the worlde lilce two bucketes in one 9 ſup» 
pole, when Laſher wore the breeches , that then thou 
ſhouldeſt haue beene carryed to pryſon where nowe 
thou art, verily I thinke thou ſhouldeſt haue eſ 
priſon for want of breeches, or ſuppoſe that at that 
time thou ſhouldeſt haue beene hanged, I cannot but 
thinke that the want of a payre of breeches woulde 
haue beene better to thee then thy necke-yerſe , for 
the hange-man would haue his breeches , no fee,no 
laue: but put cale that with much adoe, by greate 
extraordinarie fauour ſome good hang-man had done 
thee this laſt benifitre, that thou! mighteſt neuer tro- 
ble him ne, and ſhoulde haue giuen thee thy 


hanginge francke and free (as indeede happy for thee 
had it bene if this good hap had hapned, for then thou 


_ » . ſhouldſtnot haue ſiued thus miſerably in this vaine and 


wicked worlde) 1 fay plainely, put caſe thou haddeſt 
beene hanged , the hangman not ſticking with thee 


for thy breeches, then Chcon would haue come pon 
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you for his ferry-penny, fie out, money and bree- 
ches as ill as a rope and butter, for if one ſlippe the 
other holde, with him no ra no waſtage, and then 
thou haddeſt beene in worſe caſe then euer thou wert: 
thus you ſee ho the want of a payre of breeches might 
haue been the meanes to haue made thee eſcape p en, 
death and vtter damnation: and O thriſe happy L»ſber | 
that ſhouldſt haue beene away with the breeches at that 
happy time, but when thou wert in thy chiefeſt pride, 
if thou hadſt hut lent out one payre of breeches thou 
ſnouldſt haue beene thus happy. 

Prayſe from the praiſe-worthy , and hee is not 
prayſed whoſe prayfer deſerueth not prayſe , there- 
fore in theſe places of the Epiſtle where thou pray- 
ſelt mee, I take my ſelfe moſt to beediſpraiſed for 
that thou the prayſer art worthie no praiſe, for how 
ſoeuer thou leade in a fooles paradiſe , like the ſiſhe 


cald a muge, which is ſayde to feede herſelfe with 1 


her owne inotte for thereof ſhee takes her name, thou 
feadeſt thy-Kife with ſelf-conceite that whatſoeuer 
commeth from thee is the verie quinteſſence of true 
witte , and that all thy ribaldrie that euer thou 
fettſt forth, exceeded in pleaſing mirth, that ſo thou 
haſt imbraced true Minerna, when as (God knowes) 
thou art as farre deceiued as euer was poore /xion, 
that imbraced a cloude in ſteade of /wno , or that 
guld-god moſtrous accadian Pan, who in ſteade 
of that ſweete Nimphe Syrinx fampt -a bunche of 
reedes : yet 1 muſt confeſſe thou haſte ſomething , 
thou art as a bundell of ſtrawe that beeing ſett on 
fire conſumes it ſelfe all in ſmoke , but no warm- 
neſſe commeth from it, fo thou haſt no true fire in 
thee , all ſmoother, no thing that can warmea man, 
thou art as many 9 without an 1, which they 
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”” wanting, are of them ſelues nothing, and thou haſt 
much apparencic of v itte which 1sas Ciphers, but thou 
haſt not this ſame 1, Iota is wanting to thy Ciphers, 
thou haſt not one iot nor title of true witte. againe, 
as ſome ſouldiers that were at ales breaking into a 


ſho oe pENge, and there ſceing many great ſackes 
readic trufled vppe, they with great ioy made haſt 
away with them, and ſo with light hartes carryed 


away their heauic burdens, and when they brought 


them into the ſtrectes, opening them to ſee their 


booties, founde in ſome of them nought but redde 
cappes, of which afterward they made ſtore of fires, 


and in the reſt nought but earthen pitchers, chaffen- 


diſhes and piſpottes, and ſuch like: ſo whoſoeuer ſhall 
ſce thee truſſed vppe and in thy clothes, might 
hap pily take thee for a wiſe young man but when 
thou ſhalt be opened, that is, when he ſhall ſee but ſome 
worke of thine, he ſhall finde in thee nought but raſ- 
callitie and meere deluſions, and for this cauſe thou 
mayeſt be cald the very Chorabw of our time, of whom 
the prouerbe was rayſde, more foole then Choræbus, 
who was a ſeely ideot, but yet had the name of a wiſe 
man, for he might be cald'{horebus quaſi chori Phot, 
the light of euery company into which hee came, ſo 
thou haſt onely the name of a wiſe man and that is 
Naſbe, O wile name, I praye let mee chriſten you a 


newe and you ſhall bee called Chorecbus quaſi chors 


bor, the very bull-heade of all hettroope of pamphle- 
ters: thou goeſt about to gather eſtes and to barrell 
them vp into thine ale-how!ſe index, that when occa- 
ſion ſhall ſerue tliou mighteſt be a Democritu alwayes 
to laugh thy ſelfe or to cauſe others to laugh by the 


| ideotilme. Thus to conclude, as Daphne chaſtitie was 


turnd into a laurell tree, aud ſo kept her chaſtitie, cuen 
ſo 
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fo I wiſh chat for thy wit thou mightſt bee turnd into an 
aſſe, that ſo thou mighiſt keepe thy wit to thy ſelſe,. and 
not defile the world wthall. But this thou ſco:nſt, aud 
| wil: prooue that thou haſt a g od wit and thus ſibmiſ- 
ſiue y in eloquence, to make vs bele cue thee, at the firlt 
word thou beginſt; Nature, th. t never vont to be ynee 
quall imher gitrs, with mee hach broke her wont, and in- 
dowed me with a dowrie aboue the reſt cf her childten: 
but euerie cummoditie hath his diſcomm«:ditie, and we 
cannot alwaies plcaſe all; and though all my books did 
not take as | wiſhedthey ſhould, yer moſt of them did 
take, as Pier Penmlefſe, and others which Il not 
name, to au. yd ſuſpition of vainglurie Aug that had 
an hundred cyes ſometime ſlepi, or els hee had not dyed 
for it: and when Ni ercurn ca i e, her had no power io 
hold ope his eyes O fine ſpc ect! By this I gather, that 
thou conteſſeſt thy ſelie ry be Argus, and me Mer cury: 
and if you be Arges, hold vpe your eyes with a pox to ye, 
Ime ne yce no arme yet, yer | pipe not to you: but 
thunke it will be my Jucke to he as ill a ſcourge to you, as 
euer N erce ic was to Argus. But if you will diſpute 
and e that you haue a good wit, ax aye with your 
confuſed bibble babble binde vpy our Ai guments into 
Syliogiſmes and I will anſwere you directly. Content 
* yu, and thus you begin, It my fame be ſpred tar 
abroad, & all he Countiey confirme that I haue a good 
wit theu tis true that I haue a good wit: Zut the firſi pro- 
poſition is true, therefore ] haue a good wt. ITanſwer, 
Joate and i letate Opponent, to conte x no firmer ar · 
ment 2gainlt io firme a Logician asI am, A double 
ſponſe or Aunſwere extempore I can afford you, 
Firſt, though y-ur na: ne bee blazed abroad, it fol'owes 
no? that you ſhould haue a gd v it for as an emptie 
veſſell will found f. rie that ha h nothing in:t; fo you 
D way 


7 


The trimnin2 of Thamas Nasbe. 
may cricke your ſcl.e abroad, and get to be reported tbe 


man you are nor. 

Secondly, Igrauat that you are famous, and that the 
Countrey reports you wile, Sententiouſly I auntwere, 
that by a figure the Couatrey is taken hete for che com- 
mon rout onely: for none that can but write and read 
will euer agtee to it; and turba milu mn argument um, as 
much as to ſaye, the troubleſo ne Commons aſſertion, 
neuer goes for currant. Ihus leauing noh le fur you to 
creepe in with a ſecond Obiection, you betake you to 
your ſecond Argument. | 

If my wit (faye . were not excellent and vnaun · 
| Cirerable, manie who arc accounted to haue good wits, 
(to whom I haue oft you perticufar occaſion) would 
haue anſwered mee: but they haue not anſwered mee, 
therefore my witis excellent, Therefore I wyll aun» 
ſwere thee. Ha 

I would to God thou & I were to diſpute forthe beſt 
Mayorſhip in Spaine, faith thou mighteſt cuen caſt thy 
cap at it. Dooſt thou not know that the Lion ſcornes 
combate with the bace? Wiſe · men (though mooued) 
will not worke reuenge on euetie obiect? and the more 
ſtatelyoake, the more hardly ſet on fire? More plamly in 
a ſimilitude, the like reaſon is to bee gathered of the 
nettles. 
Euen as the nettle keepeth her leafe cleaneſt, for that 
no man purgech his poſt · pendence (there your noſe I ho- 
mas) withit; not becauſe they cannot, but becauſe it 
would ſtiag them it they thould, and fo for that ſmall 
good turne, it would worke thema more diſplealure: ſo 
rhouatt ſuffered to be quiet, and not wrote againſt, not 
for that thou canſt not hee aunſwered, but that by aun- 
ſwering thee they ſhouid but giue more fodder to thy 
- poiſon, put more caſting to thy gorge; and hee that in- 

1 | tends 
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tends to meddle wich dung, muſt make account to defile 


. his fingers. 


Thus thou art quite put downe, thou art drawne drie: 
methinkes1 percriuc thee with for ſome Moderatour, 
that ſhould crie; Egreg'e 7\ aſh (or, you gi eat aſſe) ſa- 
tis feciſti off cuumtuwm And now for want of a Mode- 
ratour, my ſelfe (tor fault of a better) will ſupplye that 
roome, and determine of cur Diſputation. And herem 
it ſhall not bee amiſſe, (the Queſtion ſo requiring, and 
you allo requiring it in that place of your Epiſtle, where | 
you lay wit t. my charge) firſt to tell what a good wit 
is. And whereas thouburthenſt me to ſay, that nch ex · 
traordiuorit deſcant cannot be made of it: thou lyeſt. For 
how vniuſt were mens wits, not to affoord ys extraordi. 
rie deſcant of that, which giueth ys deſcant for euerye 
thing? 5 
Cod wit (therefore) is an afſſuent ſpirit, yeelding 
inuention to praiſe or diſpraiſe, or anie wayes to diſ- 
courſe (with iudgement) of euerie ſubi:Qe. - Miſtake 
me not (I pray you) and think not that I thinłe all thoſe 


to haue good wits, that will talke of euerie ſubicR, and 


haue an ozre (as we lay) in cue tie mans boate : for ma- 
nic ſo les doo ſo, and fo dooſt thou. I heſe talke not 
wit! iudgeme st: they be like the Fellow, who ſwea- 
ring by God, and o e ſtanding by, correCting him, ſaid; 
Fie on thee how th.1n talkeſt. What skills it laid hee, ſo 
long as Italic of God? So I lay, thou careſt not how 
without iudgement thou talkeſt on cuerie thing. | 
 Apgo.dwitis it that maketh a man, and hee is not 
a man, that hath not a good wit. The verie brutiſh and 
ſauage beaſts haue wir, Oxen and Aſſes by theyr wit 
chooſe out the beſt Paſture to feed in, and thou art no 
better: for divers men will ſay, and eſpeci. ly Northe- 
ren men, to one that dooth anie thing ynhandſomely, 
D 2 whaten 
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whatena N ſhitts, for what an aſſe iti;, and an aſſe all 
men know hath not a good wit. 

Thu (by th. ſe deſcript.ons) the deſinitiue ſentenc e 
of my deternunauon is this; 7 oſbe, thou haſt not a 
good wit, hau art ally fello v, and more filly than Syr 
Thoma' of (arleton , who beeinyg a little ſicke, and che 
bell olling to haue him goe read Sctuice, the Clirkeo f 
the Pariſh goingto him, and telling him that the bell 
toa' de for Ko meaning to goc Read, he went preſcnt'y 
and made his Will, becauſe the bell toa de for oven ad 
ſo doo thou, plye thee, mak thy Will, and dye betimes 
before thou beeſt killd, for thine owne wit . ll kill th e: 
and call you that a good wit that kills a man? All the 
Wiſemen of Greece and Gotam neuet came to the mi- 
ſerie th it thy gond wit hath brought thee roo. My 
minde preſageth the great confuſion that thy good wit 
will bring vppon thee. For as the Cammell that (come 
hee into neuer ſo cleare a Fountaine ) cannor-drinke of 
the Water, till hee hath royled and fowled it with his 
feere : ſo whatſoeuer thy wit gortu about, it firlt defiles 
it, and ſo brings deſtruchon ty th-ne owne bodie, Thy 
wit, thy wit Tow, hath roddes in piſſe for thee, tuil 
whip thee, tw ll wocke thine ouerthrow. t will quite de- 
ſtroye thee : «Aeon (as wiſe a man a+ you) no 
wayes could eſcape it, for all his loue to his h »unds, 
and ſw fe flight when he ſaw their felnes, but was deuou - 
red of his ownedogs. 

Bur why then (maiſt thou ſay) doo I oppoſe my 
ſelf: agaiaſt an Aﬀe, ſeeing now I doo no more than all 
could doo, for all the beaſts in the held can inſult and 
triumph over the filly Aſſe, as well the crecping Snayle 
to her +: 02294 as the fierceſt I ger e A (in#5s 4 ſedendo, 
becaule euerie Childe can ride an aſſe: therefore tis ra · 

ther a reproachfull ſhame tor mee to meddle with 1 
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and by chat I ger more diſcredit hen th two Gods 

ot diſhonors that conſpired the downe fall of one ſce- 
65 vweale, vnable woman. I he te ſon is, lonely am 
Itt to tell chee thou art in Aſſe, and if th u ſhouldſt nat 
be tolde it thou wouldſt not belecue that thou art an 
Aſſe. There ore nowe at length knowe thine one 
ſtrength, and knowing that thou art but feeble and 
haſt ao ſtrength, bluſh and be aſſi ned, and then thou 
ſhale ſee th it all che Country hath ſeene thy ignoraũce, 
though kept it in ſilence, and howe this many a yeere 
thou halt guld them, bur they (gentle minded au- 
duors) ſtill, ſtill, expecting better tooke aj in good 
part whilit thou like a cowardly vnskilfu.l ho: ſe man 
moun'edon a iade, coru · tteſt and ſheweſt thy Crankes 
a nong a co npany of valorous tamous capta nes whoſe 
ſtirop thou art not worthy to holde: alight and liſten 
vnto me, and T euen l, chat neuer till now was acquain- 
ted with che preſſe, and acknowledge my fel e farce vn- 
fic for choſe tlunges thou proleſſeſt, I{I ay) will read 
thee a Lecture, harken, in my gibb idg (as thou termſt 
it) I wil confterthee this ſhotte diſtich which though it 
wants an author wants no authoritie, 

T haids re credi duxiJe,frd il a D ana end, 
N amque eAtwoneum dat til C aura caput. 
Inger ouſly thou thee compi uſt an I ns poore to be, 
But thou art M:das for thou art an Ae as yell as be, 
Or thus. 
Some [ryes Naſbe ir lacuront, but } [ay be is chaſt, 
For be by chacing after whores, but h ard ava batbcbaſt, 
Othcrwile. 


Who ſaier Naſh riots day cꝙ ne; bt, about the ſtreers dob bye 


For be in priſan day and ait i ferters faſt doth ly. 
Ag ine. 
Tou ſay I ans 4 fools for this ard / ay you ſay true, 
D ; 


Thes 
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Then was Iſay of you is true, for babes and froles ſay true. 


Now I giue not euery word their litterall ſence, and 
by that you may ſee how Ipreſume of your good wit, 
to lee if by alluſions you can picke out the true meas» 

but I vie amore plaine demonſt ation and apply 
it to your ſelte: for if you will vnde. ſtand any thing a 
right, you mult euer apply it to your ſeiſe. It may bee 
thot likeft not · theſe veries for that they want riming 
Words, and lende both the verſes with one word: no, 
Tem, noe, thinke not ſo, bewry not ſo thy poetry, for 
that diſtich is beſt contriued, and moltc elegant that 
endes both verſes with one word if they im port a qiuets 
ſence but now I ſee thou art no verſifier, thou haſt only 
a proſe tongue, & with that thou runit headlong in thy 
writing with great premeditation had before, which as 
ny man would ſuppoſe for the goodnes to be extempo- 
re, andthis is thy good wit : come, | ſay, come learne of 
end Ile teach thee howe to pot verſes an houre toge - 
ther. 
Thou nothing doubteſt as thou ſay ſt)of the pratro- 
nage & ſafe condntt of thy bovke and indeed thou needeſt 
not doubt for | neuer ment it hatme, but +lwayes wiſhe 
it might ſaſe ly paſſe by me: yet as | was patron toit, 1 
could not but read ſome of i, but I thinke if ] had read 
it through rwould haue potſoned me, it tune ſo abho- 
minablye: therefore all the while I was reading of it 
holding my noſe, fye, out ſaid I, had I bur knowne this 
Cockatrice v hilſt twas in the ſhell, I would haue bro- 
ken it, it neuet ſhould haue beene hatcht by my pa- 
tronage : but tis no matter , thy eye · be ames will te- 
flect vpon thy lelfe, and will be burning glaſſes to thine 
owhe eyes. | 

And ſo in afury(the countries comming downe vp- 

on 
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où me) I like a ſtout patron out of all the countries that 


relt me tore, chaleaged out the moſt valiant warricr 
of chem all, Mounſew Auto fingle coinbate, him ſ o- 
uercame, and of him] got ſafe conduct, and hee hath 
pto uiſed ſafe conduct to all cominers of that race, 
and moreouer , hee as an other patron hath got - 
ten for them all ſfe conduct from hence to Eehj by 


Water. 


The good admonition chou giueſt mee, that is, to 
commence, I thankfully cake and willingly would vn. 
dergoe, had I but one with home I might keep min 8 
As fot mine anſwereT nothing doubt, that is kept (as 
Ihope) with credit, but my replie is it I ſtand on, I can 

et none to anſwere me, alas, thou art not able, neyther 
* thy want of a beard taketh awayhalfe the ſubiect 
of ouc diſputation, not that I ſay a beard would make 
thee wiſe and ſo by that thou ſhouldſt be fit ro diſpute, 
but becauſe in hat Arte thou wouldſthaue mee com- 
mence, in that I would diſpute with thee: therefore ſup- 

ole I ſhould demaund of thee the reiſon why thou 
faſt ſo much haire on thy head, and ſo thinne or ra» 
ther al noſt none at all on thy face? thou couldſt not 
queintly anſwere, becauſe che hure on thy head is 
twenty yeeres elder then that on thy bes „nor in 
naturall reaſon , becauſe the braine ſeared in the head 
yeeldeth more moylture about it then any iy downe» 
ward, by which moyſture haire commeth , but thou 
haſt too moiſt a braine that cannot holde aud remem- 
ber theſe thinges , or rather thou haſt too hard 
and drye a braine and ſo theſe thinges were ne- 
uer impreſt into it. 


I 
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But this is chine anſwere, tis Cods wi lit ſhould bee ſo, 
tl. ou wert neuer borne to haue a beard: tis tue indeed, 
chus thou mighreſt anſwere to all che arguments in the 
worlde : but the want of a beard makes thee thus 
co'de in anſwering, for a be.d is a figne of a ſtiong 
natural heate andv.gour, but the true anſwete is, thou 
ſeekeſt too many wayes to caſt out thine exciementes, 
thou art too effeminate and ſo beconiſt hke a woman 
without a beard. Againe, if I ſhould demaund of thee 
why the haire of a mans head g ov eth downeward and 
not vpward, dem rewlneres, this would bee ih ne an - 
ſwere, be cauſe it pleaſeth nature. Doſt thou not know 
that haue is che cover of the t.cad? and chete fue it i 
will couer it mult ye downe, and doe not all the parts 
of a man giowe downeward , though the whoie man 
growes vpwatds? Andtheietore the Philo'ophers ſay 
that a man turned done ward is a plant, that as a plant 
hath all her bowghes, branches and leaues growe vp- 
warc, ſo all the partes of a mau are vpwarde when hee 
Randeth on his head, as his eete, legs, armes, noſe, fin- 
ers and the reſt; but in tai.h thou turad vpward or 
Grate art but a plant or ſtocke to bee ignorant 
in thoſe thinges : why [ marvell of what Art thou 
didſt Commence Batchclor, if 1 had hut the queſtion 
that thou hadſt at thy Sopbitters Act, | Md dupute 
on that: but nowe I fre I cannot commerce tor ant 
of an antwerer , aad I {cone to keepe myne act an- 
tene bi ii 
In this thy trimming, thou being ſo fic for it, I will 
wo ke a wonder on thee, and | Milt holde any ua a 
get tha! I will-perfe rme it, thats, wh.1{t I am woſhs 
ing you I will requett your © mnimcre and put my icife 
to connmwencs, and ſh ut you qui e throuch and ben 


Ihaue done you ſhall not be a h. ire the More your, y 
mAbs 


*% 
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make a riddle of the ſame if you will, but I will doe ie, 
and when I haue done, raifing my ſelfe on my —_ 
I will ſo hunt thee for my pay, that thou ſhouldſt bee in 
worſe caſe then the Beuer , who bites off tus ſtones and 
layes them inthe way for the hunter: for which others 
wiſe he ſhould be hunted to the death, I thinke veryly 
and in my conſcience, f ſbould brecke thy head «nd not 
giue the reſt agaume. WF 

Thou rude wretch,thou wilt be ſo coſmolegiz.d,it thou 
beeſt catcht heere, for calling our Matters of Arte futt 
Stigmaticall, thatis burnt with an hot Iron, didſt thou 
euer know any of our Maſters of Arts burnt with any I- 
rons ? then thou calleſt them ſchanteri which is a pro- 
per Epithite vnto thy ſelfe, for S:mcbanter commeth of 
ſincke and antruw a hole, and as all the puddle and filth 
in the channell, ſtill runnes all a long till it comes to a 
hole or antrum, and there it ſinc kes in: ſo all wickednes 
and abhord villany (till traying abroad and ſecking for 
an antrum, at laſt it findes = which artthe v ſincke 
and center where it reſtes. And ſurely if thou ſhouldſt 
haue termed me ſo, I neuer would haue ſuffered it vnre- 
nenged, for as the Torpedo bein — and layd on the 
ground, ſtriketh a torpour and numbnes into the hand 
of him that doth po te but water on her: ſo,I doe not 
thinke but that in thy Epiſtle thou calledſt me but Dick, 
which is my name conttact, and other adiuncts which in 
their owne nature are neither good nor bad, the very re- 
membrance of me ſtroke ſuch a feate and numbnes in- 
to thy ioyntes, that yet thou ſhakeſt as not diſpoſſeſt of 
that fearefull ſeauer · I will Rirre thee vp and make thee 
ſee hing hot, and when thou art in 3 Iwill chen 
quell thee by moouing of thee more and more, as when 
a pot ſeetheth if we lade it and mooue theliquor vp and 


down,cuen while it ſeetheth, wee ſhall make it quict, 
5M Thou 


Leanims 
on41elt. 


Spirit 
Walks. . 


— 


f 
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Thou little wotteſt of what a furious ſpirite Iam, for I 
keeping among ſuch ſpirits in this place, as thou ſayſt, 
am my {clte become a ſpirit, and goe about wich ho- 
ling cries with my launce in my hand to tottour thee, 


and muſt not returne home, till / ga itius like thou ſhalt 


be carbonadoed, and I ſhall carric on my launce· point 
thy bones to hang at my ſhop windowe , in ſteed uf a 
cronet of rotten teeth, as the trophies of my victorie: 
and this ſhalbe done, commeſt thou neuer ſo ſoone into 
my ſwinge. | 

Therefore keep out ofmy hant, Thaue a walke,thou 
maiſt be blaſted before thou commeſt neere my waike, 
if thou doſt but looke backe and ſee mee in my walke, 
thy necke will ſtand awry, thy mouth diſtorted, thy lip 
vgly wreltcd, and thy noſe hang hooke-wiſe , But ra- 
ther I take thee to be a ſpitit, for that I talking with thee 
all this while, cannot haue a glance on thee, 


e 


e 


— 


ily FT th 
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But ſee, what art thou heere ? uhu in fabula, a lop 
in a chaine? Nowe firra haue at you, th'art in my 
ſwinge. But ſoft, fetterdꝰ? thou art out againe: I cannot 
come neere thee, thou haſt a charme about thy legges, 
no man medal With the Qnueenes priſoner, no theretore 
let vs talke freendlye, and as Alea ander ſayd to 
bys Father Phellip , who beeing ſorely w in 


the thigh in fight, and hardly eſcaping death. but could 
G E 2 2 not 


| | Holes tn 
9 the top. 
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not goe on the ground without halting, bee of good 
courage father, come foorth that euery Rep thou ſets 
on the ground may put thee in minde e manly cou- 


7 & vertue: ſo; ay I toth2e,N «ſhe come forth, be not 


amed of thy ſelſe, ſtretch out thy legs that cuery Rep 
thou goeſt, thy ſhackles crying clinke, may remember& 


put thee in minde of all thy goodaes and vertue: I am 


glad co fee thee in this proſperitie, thou neuer wert ſo 
rich as now, thou neuer hdſt ſo much money as would 
buy ſo faire a payre of ſetters: in very. deed thou art 
beholding to thy keeper that will truſt thee with ſo 
faire a payie of fetters, neither would he if hee had thee 
not by the legge: but nowe thou art in good caſe, thou 
art no vagabond now thou ſerueſt a Maſter, and halt a 
houſe to goe to, and a coutch to lye in, thou muſte bee 
thriuing and prouident where thou art, and twill bee a 
br thee, now thouhaſt a ciog at thy heele 
as the ptouetbe is,thou mult learne of A-/2»: dog to do 
as he did : that is, thou muſt crinch vp thy (effe round in 
thy couch all winter time and dreame of a goodly large 
chamber, faire lodgings and ſoft beds, and in the Sum- 
mer time thou mult ſtretch out thy ſelte, lye all abroad 
ſnoring vpon thy couch, and thinke that filly lodging 
(ſeeing thou feeleſt no cold) a ſtately chamber built of 
free ſtone, layd out with lately bay windowes for to 
take the ayre at. Hut what neede I tell thee of theſe 
thinges? thou knoweſt better then I howe to lye 1:1 
on, for what a ſhame were it elſe for thee, that 
Paſt many a day agoe beene ſree of all the pryſons in 
London, noweto learne thing occupation? thou art a 
iourney · man long fince , I doe not thinke but that 
thou art abletoſerope ſhop inthar trade, for iſthou weit 
but a nouice in N, this deere yeere would quite kill 
thee, : 


Bur 
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But ſay, how doſt thou for victualls, doo not they of 
thy old acquaintance helpe thee? ifeuer thou hadſttiue 
frend, now let him ſhow himſelfe, for a frend is tried in 
aduerſitie: andthoughthe Romanes were wont to ſay, 
that a true frend was but the ſalt and ſauce of a banquer; 
E I ſay, that a ttue Frend to thee muſt be ſalt, ſauce, 

read, and all the meate beſide. But thou haſt neuer a 
true Frend, yet thou haſt enough of thoſe frends, that 
would be ſauce to thy meate; that is, if thou couldſt bid 
them to a ſupper, they would come to cate vp thy meat, 
and ſawce it with fine talke. But (God knowes) thou 


haſt no need of thoſe frends, thou couldeſt bee ſauce to 


thine owne meate. Fie on frendſhip, what is become of 


it? not one dropnorcrum of frend ip betweene them 
all? A true Frend(as they ſay)were more neceſſarie than 


water and fire : for vnles hee come and call for it, thou 
canſt not haue fo much as fire and water; that is, a fire 
with a cu ih of ſmall drinke by it tonouriſh thy bodie. 
What is become of thoſe true Frends Damon and 75- 
thias, Caſtor and Pollux, Pylades and Oreſtes, Niſns and 
Eminlus,Perthous & Theſeus, x hom death it ſelte could 
neuer ſeperate ? Dead? Then /owe raiſe ſome deadly ty- 
rant to maſſacre that cancred brood of thy companions, 
that leaue their ieiter deſolate in the winter of his affli- 
ion, I curſe them with more vehemencie, becauſe I 
ſee ſome hope in thee, in that thou now ſeemeſt ſimply 
to betake thee tothe truth, For whereas thou wert wont 
rocrackeand brag abroad, and indeuouredſt to ſhew, 
chat ther was no learning in which thou wert not expert, 
and how that thou wert indowed with plentie of the li- 
berall Sciences; which thou knowelt to be nothing ſo: 
now thou recanteſt and in ſimple truth ſaiſt thou haſt no 
learning: no not ſo much as one of the hberall Sciences. 
Which thou ſhowelt vnto vs =} comming foorth inthy 

3 fſetters, 
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fetters, for none of the ſciences are bond · ſlaue:, or kept 
in chaines, they are called liberall quaſi hbers becauſe 
they make men free. If thete arc not ſufficient motiues 
for thee, happily let this moue thee, that by thy profici · 
encie iu philoſophy ſinc e thou camſt intopriſon , thou 
hearing of Aeon that ꝗᷓ welt in a tub;zof A 1axazorarywho, 
In priſorr wrote his eſpeciall booke Of the quad a; ure of 

the Circle: vf Secrater who in priſon ſtudied Philoſophy, 

and wrote verſes, and yet (as Cardan ſaith) ſlept lweetly, 
lo as Sacrates gaue more light to the priſon , than the 
prion gaue darknes to Socrates: And laſtly of him that 
put out lus owne eyes, and ſo eclipſt humſelf of the ſight 

of the world, that he might haue a more cleere inſight 
into the light of nature: keep thouthꝝ ſelf ſtill in priſon, 
ecliſpe thee from the ſight of the world, gaze onely on 
thy {ife, that ſo thou more cleerely, ſecing thine owne 
deformed nature, mightſt labour to + wo ir, and 
bring thy ſelfe into light againe. But (ſaiſt thou) you are 
a meriy man M. Dice, it be ſits not the wiſe to mocke 
a man in miſerie, In truth thou ſaiſt true Tem, and for 
my mindes ſake I would not for a ſhilling but that thou 
hadſt beene in priſon, it hath made my worſhip ſo me- 

: but becauſe thou continueſt my precepts that am a 
be hence all vertue flowes , and 
is the very fountaine and Cunduit- head of all learning. 
0 1 1 I could praiſe Cambridge an boure by the 
| Cocke, 

Therefore I ſay, for thy contempt of me will call thy 
keeper, and tell how th'art ſtolne out of priſon & come 
to mee to helpe thee off with thy ſhackles. Noe I hema: 
noe, I am nopick-locke, I thanke God, I liue without 
picking, though thou liueſt not without lockes. But 
are you gone, thou wert afraid of thy keepet, goe tothe 


place from whence you came, &c. with a knaues name 
to 
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to you. Ha, ha, if Ihad butfollowed this matter euen 
a little more, I could haue perſwaded theetoliuc and 
dye in priſon. 

Alas, I could doo anie thing with thee now, all thy 
ſenſes are ſo taken downe H. ppie (quoth I in priſon? 
hapleſſe indeed. How happie is the owle caught faſt in 
a lyme-bough, when all the ſmaller birdes doo chatter 
at her for ioye? How happie the Rat caught in a trappe, 
and there dies a huing death? How happie the tyred 
hart ſtriken of rhe Hunter, who runnes panting, conſu · 
ming her breath, and at laſt faints for want of breath? 
how happie the wearied hare purſued with dogs, euer 
looking when they ſhall teare her in peeces? and how 
happie the cunny catehing weaſell inſnared in the Par- 
kers net, and hangd vpon a tree? thus happie art thou: 
with the owle thou art lymed and wondred at, with the 
Rat thou art ſore preſt, with the Hart thou art in a con- 
ſumption, with the hare thou alwaies expecteſt a teare- 
ing, and with the weaſell thou ſhale be hanged. All theſe 
torments are in priſon, ademi-hell, where ( like fiends ) 
the priſoners crawle about in chaines, euerie one per- 
plext with his ſeuerall paine; a darkſome laborynth, out 
of which thou canſt neuer paſſe, though guided by a 
thred. : 

O double vnhappie ſoule of thine , that liues ſo 
doubly impriſoned, firſt in thy bodie, which is a more 
ſtinking priſonthan this where thou art; then, that it ac- ' 
compauieth thy bodie in this priſon, Were it not ſuffi- 
cient that one priſon ſhould tortor thy ſoule enough? 
No, firil becauſe thy ſoule hath too deepe a handin all 
.hyknaueries, tis ſo impriſoned and fettered to thy bo- 
die, that it cannot go without it Poore Sonle, more mi- 
ſerable than the . ter captiuated & long time „. 


kept impriſoned in 


Aseſtro- 
Theeues houſes, at laſt oftering . iy 
| to 
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to breake away, was condemned to be ſewed into the 


aſſes bodie & there to dye; for the aſſes bodie was dead. 
and nothing aliue in the aſſe (the priſon) to trouble the 
Maid the priſoner. But thy priſon is aliue, and all the at- 
fections in thy bodie are as ſtinking vermine & wormes 
in it, that crawle about thee, gnawing thee, and putting 


thee to miſetie. She in ſhort time was ſure to die, and ſo 


8. 


Continua- 
14 Meta- 
phora. 


crie quittance with thy bodie, that thus 


to be free againe; thou art ſtill in dying, and hoping for 
freedome, but (till liueſt, and this augments thy calami- 
tie: ſhe ſhould haue had her head leftout to breathe in- 
to the aire, but thou breatheſt into thy priton thy bodie, 
that corrupts within thee, and ſo retournes to bee thyue 
awne poyſon. Thus much miſerie ( poore ſoule) thine 


owne bodie affoords thee, and by being with thy bodie 


in the ſecond priſon, all this is doubled. Now if thou 


wouldeſt bee free from thy priſons, make a hoale in thy 
firſt priſon, breake out there, and ſo thou eſcapeſt both, 
thou neuer canſt be caught again: and by this thou ſhalt 
ath tormented 

thee,and ſhaltleaue him buricd in a perpetual dungeon, 
Here let mee giue a cut ortwo on thy lateſt bred ex- 
crements, before I goe to the finiſhing of the perfeR 
A lictic lumpe of lead, while it is round will lye in a 
{mall roome, but being beaten it will ſpread broad, and 


| require a larger place to containe it; and a roape bound 


faſt vp, might eaſily be couered, but ynfolded & drawne 
out at length, it hardly can bee hidden: ſo you (ſimply 


conſidered) are of no report, but if you bee vntruſt and 
beaten out, & your actions all vnfolded, your name can- 


not be limitted. And now you, hauing a care of your 


credite, ſcorning to lie wrapt vp in obliuion the moth of 


fame, haue augmented the ſtretcht · out line of your 


deedes, by that moſt infamous, moſt dunſicall and thrice 
| oppro- 


— 
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epprobrious worke T be Ile of Dogs : for which you arc 
greatly in requeſt ; that, as whena ſtoneis caſt into the 
water, manie circles ariſe from it, and one ſucceedeth a- 
nother, that if one goeth not round, the other follow- 
ing might be adioyned to it, and ſo make the full circle: 
ſo, if ſuch infinite (tore of your deedes ate not ſufficient 
to purchaſe to you eternall ſhame and ſortow, there ariſe 
from you more vnder then to helpe forwaid : and laſt of 
all commeth this your laſt worke, which maketh all ſure, 


and leaueth a ſigne behinde it. And of this your laſt Cropt car: 


worke,I muſt needes ſay ſomewhat :for ſeeing that this 
my fult work & off-ſpring hath remained in my womb 
beyond the time allotted, it mult needs be growen grea- 
ter; and if it become a monſter, it mull needes be in ex- 


ceſſe. | 


O yes, O yes: if there bee anie manner of 4 precls- 


man, perſon or perſons, can bringanyeti- 
dings of Tho: Nashe Gentleman, let hym 
come andgiue knovvledge. thereof, 8:hee 
halbe plenteoully revvarded. a 


Hearke you Thema, the Crier calls you. What, a 
fugitiue ? how comes that to paſſe,that thou a man of ſo 
good an education, & ſo wel backt by the Muſes,ſhuld(t 
prooue a fugitiue? But alas, thy Muſes brought thee to 
this miſetie: you and your Muſcs maye euen goe hang 
your ſelues: now you may with, that he that firſt pue th 
Muſes into your head, had knockt out your hornes. But 
ſeeing it hath ſo happened, call for your Thalia among 


your Mules, let her play ſome muſique, and I will dance 
ü * 


ation for 
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a: you; hanging? But twas prouidence inthce, to fore- 
jec thy vo, and to labour to cſchew ir, if not by auer · 
riag whit you haue faid, and ſtanding too it, yet = ſhe— 
ing your hecles. For as is the Prouetbe; Obi leovma 
peliss in ſuſſiciens eſt, vulpi gs aſtutia efſuenda eſt. If by 
ſtrong hand you cannot obtaine it, light heeles are to be 


8 
required: ſor one pate of legs are worth two payre of 


hands. And ot all the parts we bodie, thy legoes are 


thy niolt truſtie ſeruauts: ſot in all thy life when as thou 
coul-*elt not obcaine of anie of the parts of thy bodie to 
effect thy will, yet legs thou hadſt to commaund ſor to 
walke and flee hechetſoeuet was thy pleaſuie, neither 
now inthis extremitie doo hey deceiue thee. O, how 
much art thou beholding to thy legs? Bankes was not ſo 
much beholding to his Horle, that ſerued to ride on, and 
to doo ſuch wonderſu l crankes, as thou art to thy leggs, 
which haue thus cunning'y conuayed thee, If euerie 
begger bythe high wayes ſide (hauing his legs corrupt » 
cd and halfe deſtroyed with botches,byles and fiſtulaes) 
maketh much of chem, getteth ſtiles and creepeth cafily 
on them, for feare of hurting them, becauſe — main- 
taine them, and prooue better vnto them than manie 
an honeſt Trade; then why ſhouldeſt not thou (by an 
argument a mals in peius ) make much of thy legs, which 
by ſpeedie carriage of thee from place to place to get 
thee victualls, do not onely maintaine thy life, but alſo at 
this time haue ſaued thy life, by their true ſeruice ynto 
thee, Wherefore ( theſs things conſidered) thou canſt 


not chuſe but in all humilitie offer thy old ſhoogs for ſa » 
crifice to T betis for thy ſwiftfeer, And twas wiſely done 
of that high dread Liech Apollo to appoint Piſces the 
| Signe to the feete, to ſhewthat a man ſhould be as ſwiſt 

-. asafiſh about his affaires. Neretheleſſe can l accuſe you 
of laxines,: forall this time of your yagation, with _ | 
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Ichinke the Signe hath been in Viſcet. Now in this thy 
flight thou art a night · bird, forthe day wil bewray thee: 
the Bat and the Oule be thy fellow trauellers. But to 
come roundly vnto you, this cannot long continue: the 
Owle ſometime is ſnarld inthe day ſeaſon, and olde Fa- 
ther Time at length will bring you to light. Therefore, 
were you as well prouided to continue your flight, as is 
the bealt Eyhemeron, which becauſe ſhee hath but one 
day to liue, hath manie legs, foure wings, and all what 
Nature can affoord, to gue her expedition to ſee about: 
the world for het one dayes pleaſure: or as Pegaſus that 
winged Horſe, which in ſwriftnes equalleth the Horſes 
of the Sunne, which in one natural day perambulate all 
the uv orld: or as the beaſt Ace, which runneth on the 
ſnow with ſuch celetitie that ſhe neuer ſinketh vnto the 
ous Were you (I ſay) as ſwift as auie of theſe, you 

all be catcht. ſuch is your deſtinie: and then your pu- 
niſhment ſhall be doubled on you, both for your flying, 
and your other villanie. 

Since that thy Ile of Dogs hath made thee thus miſe · 
rable, I cannot but account thee a Dog, and chyde and 
rate thee as a Dogthat hath done a fault. And yet doo 
not I know why I ſhould blame Dogs ? for (an, which 
ſignifieth a Dog, is alſo a moſt truſtie Seruant; for that 
Dogs are faithfull Seruants, to whome their Matters in 
the night time giue in charge all theirtreafure, They 
are at commaund to waite vpon their Maſters, whether 
they bend their journey, to feht for then againſt their 
Enen. ies, and to ſpend their. liues to defend chem, and to 
offend their aduerſaries, as we read of King Catament : 
who beeing exilde, brought with him from baniſhment 
two hundrethDogges, which (with wonderfull fierce- 
neſſe) warred againſt their reſiſtants: in whom hee te- 
poſed much more confidence & hope of victone, again 
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robe ſeatedin his throne, th in if hec had been defended 
by a mighꝛie hoaſtof armed men. And /aſoxs dogge, 
his maſlet being dead, neuerwould eate anic meate, but 
with great grefe and hunger died for companie. T yci- 
the Sabine had a dogge which accompanicd hym to 
priſon, and x hen he was dead, lie remaiued howling by 
the carcaſſe: to whom whenone calt meate, he laid it to 
the mouth of his dead maſter, to reuiue him againe: and 
when his corpes was throwen into theriuer 75h, the 
dogge leapt atter it, ſo that all the people wondered at 
the loue ofthis (airhfull creature, *Pmrbusthe King go+ 
\ ingaiourney, came by adogge which kept the bodic of 
a dead man: which when hee ſaw, he comaunded the 
bodie to be buried, and the dogge to bee brought home 
with him: this done, a few dayes after came ſouldiours 
before the King, among whom the dogge eſpyedthem 
which killd his maſter, and 2. at them; 
ſometime looking and fawning on the King, 2nd then 
barked againe. At which ſigne the King aſtoniſhed, ex- 
amined them, and vpon light examinations they confeſ- 
ſed the murder, and tooke puniſhment for it. Further, 
we read of a dogge called Capparns in Athens, which in 
the night purſude a theefe that robbed a Church, & be · 
ing driven backe with ſtones by the Theefe, followed 
him alooſe off, but alwayes kept him in ſight, and at laſt 
came to him, and ſat by him while he 8 Ihe next 
morne, ſo ſoone as euer the Sunnes golden crowne gan 
to appeare, and his fierie ſteedes trapperd in their cap- 
pariſons ſet on their wonted race, the theefe fleeing, the 
dogge til kept his chaſe, and complaind in his language 
to the paſſengers of the theefe, At laſt he was taken and 
drought backe, before whom the dog came all the wa 
leaping and exulting for ioy, as to whome all the prayſe 
was due ſor this deed, 

| The 
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The eAtbenimn decreed that for this publique good, 
the dopge ſhould he kept by publique charges, and the 
care of his keeping wasalwaies afterward layd ypon the 
Prieſts. And1fearemee, and almoſt dwuine ſo much, 
that the verie dogges (whereſoeuer thou plaiſt leaſt in 
ſight) will b-wraye thee and bring thee to thy torture. 
Againe, (among the eMegiprians) Sururne was called 
Kyo», becauſe as a pregnant woman, he be gat all things 
of himſelfe and in himſelſe; and in antique time they 
worſhipped dogges, and had them in great account. til 
ona time when Cambyſes killed a man and caſt hym a- 
way, no other beaſt but a dog rauened in the dead car- 
calle, | 

Laftly, to come neerer to your ſelſe, you ſhall heare 
of a dogge that was an excellent Actor. In Rome there 
was a Stage - player, which ſet out a Hiſtorie of diuers 


perſonages, among whom there was a dogge to he poi - 


ſoned and reuiue againe ; a Part of no leſſe difficultie 


than the king or the clowne, and was as well perfourm- 


ed: for (at his time) he eate the poylon, and preſently 


(drunkard - like) ſtackered vp and downe, reeling back · 


ward and forward, bending his lead to the ground, as 


if it were too heauie for his bodie, as his Part was; and 
at laſt fell downe, ſtreteht himſelſe vpon the tage, and 


lay for dead. Soone after, when his Cue was ſpoken, | 


firſt by little and little he began to moouce*himſelfe, and 


then ſtretching forth his legs, as though heawaked from 


a deepe ſleepe, and lif.ing vp his head, lookt about him: 
then he aroſe, and came to him to whom his part was he 
ſhould come : which thing (beſides the great pleaſure) 
mooued wonderfull admiration in o!de Ue;paſian the 


Emperour there preſent, and in ail the other that were 
ſpectators. | 


Theleprettie tales of dogges might keepe mee from = 


F-3 chi- 
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chiding of thee, but thou art no ſuch dogge; theſe were 
all well nurtured when they were whelps, you not ſo: 
the worme was not pluckt out from vnder your tongue, 
ſo chat you haue run mad, and bit venome euer ſince: for 
theſe ate the properties of a mad dog. 

Firſt, the blacke choller which taigneth in them tur- 
neth to madnes :noft commonly in the Spring-time 
and in Autuinne : and you though you are mad all the 
yeere , yet haue ſhewed the ſigne of it eſpecially 
this laſt Aurumne;zthey.alwaies run with their mouthes 
open and their tongues hanging out, wee know howe 
wide your mouth is, ho long your tung; your mouth 
is neuer ſhut, your tongue neuer tyed: ſlauer and fome 
fall from their iawes as they run, and tis but ſlauer that 

toceedeth flom thy — hr their eyes be open, 
yet they ſtumble on euery obiect; ſo though thou ſceſt 
who offends chee not, yet thou all offendeſt: they who. 
ſocuer are bitten with a mad dog allo run mad, and they 
whom thy vlcered tongue did bite, are ſo ſtirred vp by it, 
that till they haue got you and wormed you, they can- 
not be well: thus you may ſee to what nfiſery you were 
borne. Woe tothe teats ofthy Dam that gaue thee ſuck, 
and woe to blind fortune, that ſhe apened not her eyes 
to ſee to affoord thee bettet fortune: and woe to the 
dog - daies, for in thoſe thou wroughtelt that which now 
works thy woe, take heede heeraſter what you doe in 
dog - daies. The natures ſecretaries record of that kinde 
of goate cald Oryæ, that all the yeere her throate is ſhut, 
_ the ſtrings of her voice tyed, til dog · daies come, & then 
that yery day and houre in which the dog · ſtarre firſt ap- 
aue (at which time dog · daies begin) ſhee openeth 
er voyce and crieth: the like miracle theſe laſt dog · 
daie: haue done of thee, for hat all the whole yeete 
could not bring to paſſe, and all the Country long haue 
| ex- 
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expe de d, that ie, thy confuſion, ti eſe dog - dayes by 
th inc owne u ordes haue effected: therfore happy haaſt 
tou beere if thou hãdſt remained ſtill in london, that 
thou mighteſt haue bin knockt on the headwithmany<t 
thy fellowes theſe dog. daies for nowe the ſurt her thou 
fleeſt, the further thou runſt into thy calamitie: there is 
watch layd for you, you cannot eſcape; ch art in as ill a 
taking as the Hate, which being all the day hunted, at 


laſt concludes to dye,for(ſaid ſhe)whether ſhould I fiye 
to eſcape theſe dogs, it I ſhould flye to heauen, there is 


canis ſidus ccleſte: if Tſhould run into tlie ſea, there is ca · The dogs 


ſce 


11. pci marinus , and hecre on earth millions of dogges farre, 
e to torment me; aye me, heauen, earih and ſea con- The dogs 


- my tragedy : and as wofull as the Cunny which e⸗ fie g 
c 


aping the Weaſell fell into the hunters net, of which 
was that po Epigram, Would to God the Weaſell 
with my bloud had ſucked out my life, for nowe I am 
kept a pray forthe rauening dogs, and crue!l-harted mi 
fits laughing whilſt my body is broken vp, and my guts 
deuided into many ſhares: and thoughyer thou haſt e- 
ſcaped thy ſnares, it will not bee long ere thoubeeſt ta · 
ken and then the rs laughing worke for all the Country; 
for though thy body were ſhared into infinite indiui- 
duals, yet euery one could not haue his part whome 
thou halt abuſed , for recompence for thy iniury done 
ynto him, BL 

Nowe let mee fee thy puniſhment for thy Iſle of 

dogges, tis an auncient cuſtome in our Countrie when 
ee take a dogge that hath done a fault , preſently to 
crop his cares , and this ſurely for thy fault is thy pu- 
mſnment, but hy ( might ſome ſay) are thine cares pu- 
nuſhed for thy tongues fault? 4 
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4 ai” ice, thine cares are worthy to be puniſhed for 
not diſcharging their office, for whereas they ſhould 
heare beforc thou pa, as they that be s kilſull at the 

c 


ball, firſt receiue the bill before they caſt it foorth a- 
gaine; and into a veſſel there is firſt infuſion before there 
be effuſion out of the ſame; the ouer pregnant dog (we 
ſee) bringeth forth blinde puppies, and the ſpiderſthat 


Prepares her matter and weaues her webbe together at 


the fame time, makes hut ſlender worke of it, and eaſie 
to be broken of cuery . ſay, whereas thou ſnouldſt 
firſt haue heard, thou firſt ſpeakeſt, thy tonguc was in 


thy eates place, and for this cauſe thine eares are iuſtly 


puniſhed. ' 
Nature gaue theetwo eates and but one tongue be- 


cauſe thou ſhouldit heare more then thou ſhouldeſt 


ſpeakebut becauſe thou halt ſpoke more than euer thou 


Fa ba ha. 


heardR, thine cares ſhall bee taken from thee : She ſer 
thine eyes and thineeares both of equall bighnes aud 
alwaies open, that they might bee ready to heare and to 
ſec, but thy tongue ſhe put into a caſe that it might bee 
ſlowe to ſpeake; but thine cares were dull to heare, and 
thy tongue too quicke of ſpeach: T herefore thine eares 
deſerue their puniſhment : Then to bee ſhort, to haue 
thine cropt is thy puniſhment : What Tom, are thine 
cares gone? O ſiue men Will you buy a fine dog? Why thou 


C: eb ears art in the faſnion, thou art priuiledged to weare long 


: fie Wore lockes by ancient charter, but nogy if thefaſhion were 


/ che 74 | 


as hot as euer twas to weare ringesintheircares, faith 
thou muſt weare thinceuen in * tongue, becauſe that 


eoſoned thee of thine eares: are thy cares ſo moueableꝰ 
att thou a monſter? indecde all beaſts haue free mouing 


ol cheir eares graunted to them, but for men I neuer 
knew any but thee haue their eares mou ing, and thine I 
ſee to haue the gentle quite remoue: I chinke tis a diſ- 


caſe, 


The trimmin 2 of Thomas Nashe , 


ea ſed, for I am aſſure tis a horible paine to bee troubled 
with the mouing of the cares, I coniecture no goodnes 
by this ſtrange accident of moucable eares this yere , I 
hope ſhortly we ſhall haue Ballas out ot it. Tam afraid 
I tell you by this ttrange ſigne that we ſhall haue a wet 
winter this yere, for if it betrue(whichthe Philotophers 
affitme) that when an Aſſes eares hang done toward 
the ground, tis a certaine ſigie ofraine inſtant, then ſec. 
ing thine cares not only hang toward the ground, but 
euen drop duwa to the ground, how can it chuſe but be 
aſigne of great wet at hand? and to thee it ſhould be a 
cauſe of perpetuall ſho v ets that ſhould flow from thine 
eyes, but thou art d. ye, no droppe of grace from thine 
eyes. It taking away of thine eares could take away thy 
hearing tuo, twete ſome profit for thee, for then thou 
ſhouldit not heare thy ſelfe raild on, laughed at, not 
know thy ſelfe to be a mocking flocke to all the Coun- 
try bur there is a more ow way made io thy heatin 

org2ns , ſorhat thou ſhale more lightly heare thy ſelfe 
euery wherecald crop-cardcurre, What wilt thou giue 
me if (I ama Chirurgion) make anew paite of cares 
gro our of thy head, which paſſech Agpolloes cunning, 
that ſo hou maiſt ſtil live with fame in thine own coun- 
trie or if l heale them as though thou neuer hadſt any, 
that | may goe with thee into Germanie and thete ſhew 
thee for a ſtrauge beaſt bred in England, wich a face like 
a man, with no eares, with a tung like a venomous Ser- 
pent, and a noſe like no body. The laft I care not if I con- 
ſented to:if thoa woldſt liue in good order but one halt 
yere, but to the firſt that is to giue thee new eares, I neuer 
wil grant thogh thou ſholdſſ be inſpired to liue orderly. 
al the reſidue of thy life, no though | had wax & al things 
ready, for long a goe haſt thou deſerued this diſgrace to 


be eareleſſe, euer ſince thou beganſt to write , for hbels 
deſerue that puniſhment, and cuery booke which yet 


I 


thou 
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thou haſt written is a libell, and whomſocuerthou na- 
meſt in thy booke hath a libell made of hun, thou pur- 
poſing to ſpeake well of him; ſuch is the malice ofth 

cankerd tongue. Therefore thou deſeruedit to looſe 
thine cares for naming the Biſhop of Ely and of Lin- 
colne, and for writing of C5riftes teares ower leruſulen: 


 howdareſtthou take ſuch holy matters into thy ſtink- 


ing mouth, ſo to defile and polute them? your Dildoe & 
ſuch ſubiects are fit matter for you, ſor of thoſe you can- 
notſpeak amiſſe, the more yourailc of the the neerer you 
touch the matter: but becauſe you were not — 
for thoſe h bels, you began your olde courſe againe, ca- 
nis ad vomitum, you began to chew the cud of your vil- 


lanie and to bring more libels into light. But I hope this 


laſt libell will reuenge the reſt. 

We heare howe you threatned to ſpoile our ſtirring 
Satiriſt:alas, haue thy writingsſuchefficacieꝰindeed they 
are poyſoned, but pↄiſon will not worke on cuery ſub- 
ject: and if thou ſhouldſt but name him, ſo that it might 
giue but any blemiſh to his fame, aſſure thy ſelfe to 6 
met withal of troops of Scholers which wil ſoone make 
thee be one of Terencehisparaſits:in wounds thou ſhalt 
exceed Caſiunus which was lo pittifully pinked of bis 
own Scho!lers:& now whillt I am in che hot inuectiue I 
haue a meſſage to doe to you, the townlimen of Cherri- 
hinton ſend you cõmendations, & they demaund areſon 
of you why you call them clownes? they ſay, they neuer 
offered youany wrong, wherefore if euer you come that 
way, they will ſend all the dogs in the ton after you to 

luck off your ears if they be not gone beforc you cone. 
Now Ithinłe t be time to remember my promiſe to the 
readers, that is that I be not irkeſome to them with 
tedionſnes,that ſo they might with good accep. ance 

digeſt what hetherto they haue read: therefore I will 
dra we to war d àn end and ſo finiſh this perfg& Cut. 
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Wheras thou commendſt thy Epiſtle to me as a gar- 
ment tor a foole,and therefore that it ſhould bee long: I 
(as is thy deſire)haue cut it with my ſciſſets, laydit ope, 
and according to that pattern haue made a coate for thy 
ſelfe , but it is ſo ſhort that thouſhalt not neede to cure 
taile it, for ſome fooles haue long coates for that cauſe 
onely,that they might the better hide their folly and co- 
ver their nakednes, which els all ſhould ſee , yet I haue 
made thy coate ſhort and little, that by thy behauiour in 
it thou mayſt bewray to others thy ſimplicitie, & it I had 
tooke in hand to haue made it great enough to couer al 
thy folly, this is not the twentith part ofſluffe that wold 
haue ſerued , neither poſſibly couleſt thou haue had 
thy ne w coate _ this time but ſeeing thy garment 
is diſpate ht for thee, weare it and vſe it well, for the fa- 
ſhion of long cloathes is wearing away, & ſhort cloaths 
will ſhortl - in requeſt againe, and then thou ſhalt be 


a foole ofthe faſhion,as ſoone as the proudeſt of them 


all, 

Againe,this coate for thy body and the coole irons 
for thy legges will bea moſt cooling ſute for thee all this 
Summer time, there fore make — of it, let it not bee 
thy euety day ſuto but as the Utoprans were wont to 
m·-· ke them {uresof icather, which laſted ſeuen yeeres, 
in whichthey did al cheit labour, and when they went 
abroad they caſt on their cloakes x huch hid their leather 
cloathes aud made them ſeeme comely and handſome; 
ſo ifthou canſt but get ſome old, greaſie, caſt fuſtian ſute 
to weare withindoresgthis coate will ſetue thee to caſt 
on to iet abroad in, and doe thee credit. 

Wherefore (good Tom) J exhort thee to keepe thee 
(wt.illt thou art jin good cafe, thou art well apparelled, 
it may bee thou prelently wilt beſtev/e a coate 


of mee, doe not fo, all thy*coates are tluee d- 
GY + | bare 
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bare and I neede them not, hough thou haſt many, for 
Ikno thou haft three or foure coates ready made like 
a ſalemm) for ſame body: then, to which !ocuer thou 
ſo welt but a patch oc two cõcetning me, that coat ſhal 
ſerue me: thou putteſt divers ſtuffe into one coate, and 
this is thy vſe ia all thy conf itation,.as in chis thy book 
thou bringeſt into che partic againſt w1o,n thou wricelt, 
his brothers, which argueth (as I ſayd before) want of 
inuention, but it skils not, thou art priuiledged neuer to 


oe from the matter, it migit as well bee 1 in 


thee as in the hiſtorian that promiſing to ſpeake of the 
faith of the le wes. made along tale of NI, : bur (as 1 
ſaid) be a good husband Jom and keep thy coate to thy 
ſelfe, thou wilt nerdthem al, and when this coate which 
which Ibeſto ve on thee ſhall waxe threed- bare, I will 


dtreſſe it forthee the ſecond time and giue it thee a- 


aine, 

his I ſpeak not to wage diſcord againſt chee , but ra- 
ther to make an end of all iarres, that as wife & husband 
will brawle and be at mortall fewde al the day long, but 
when boord or bed time come they are friendes againe 
and louingly kiſſe one an other: ſo though hetherto we 
haue diſagreed and beene at oddes , yet this one coate 
ſhall containe vs both, which thou ſhalt weare as the 
cogmiſaunce of my ſinguler joue towards thee, that wee 
liuing in mutuall loue may ſo dye, and at laſt louing like 
two brothers Caſtor and Pe lux, qr the two ſiſters Va 
maior and Vſa minor wee may bee carried vp to heauen 
together, and there tranſlated into two ſtarres. 

Finally theie thinges conſidered aright , in loue 
beſeech thee ( that thou maiſt ſee I am not paſt 
grace) to ſuffer mee to retort thy grace, and ſo to end, 
which my ſelſe will foilo:y for you; you ſuing /#b forma 


paniperis, / 
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A Grace in the bebalfe of Taomas Nabe. 
£2 Oallbillet- makers, pamphlerers, preſſe hanters, 
boon pot pets, and ſuch like, to wiom ihefe pre» 
tents ſhall come; greeting. Whera Te: NA 
the bearet heere of, borne I k19w not where, educated 
ſonerim-atC 1915-1478 where (bring diſtracted of his 
wits) he fell into diuets miſde neanots, which were the 
firſt ſteps that bro ht him to this poore eſtate. Ana nely 
in his freſſi· time hy he flor iſned in all impudencie to · 
ward Schollers, and abuſe to the Townſmen; inſomuch, 
that to this daye the Towneſ-men call euerie ratoward 
Scholler of whome there is great hope, à verie Naſbe. 
Thenbeing Bachelorof Arte, which by great labour he 
po, to ſhev afterward that he was not vnworthie of it, 
a | ahand in a Show called Terminus & nm terminur, 
for which his partener init was expelled the Colledge : 
but this foreſaid Nb: play: d in it (as I ſuppoſe) the 
Varlet of Clubs; vluch he acted wich ſuch naturall af. 
fection, that all the ſpect tors tooke him to be the verie 
ſame, Then ſuſpecting himſelie that he ſhould be ſtaied 
for egregie dunſut. and not attain to the next Degree, ſaid 
he had com nenſt enough, and ſo forſo ke Cambridge, 
being Barchelor of the third yere Then he raiſd himſelfe 
vnto an higher Ciine, no leſſe than Loxdon coul ꝗ ſerue 
him: where ſo ne vhat reeoueted of his wits, by the ex · 
crements thereof (for the ſpace of nine or ten yere) hee 
hath got his belly fed and his backe cloathed. As allo I 
hope you are not ignoraunt How hee hath troubled the 
Pri all this time, and publiſhed ſund:ie workes & vo- 


ln nes. which Itake wich me as humble fello v · ſuter to 
en, that you being all in one ſtraineſ( and that very low, 
e in ahighe key ) you would vouchſaſe to rake him as 
your graduate Cap · ain generall in all villanie: to which 
villanie coaioyn your yoyces and in which villanie praye 
| G 3 and 
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and ſay together, Diuat, 12 10 Naſbe. To theſe pre- 
miſſes, chat they are true, and that hee among yo all is 
my worthie this title, I (as head Lecturer) put too my 
h 


Zut To, thy ſelſe art paſt grace: for ſome of thyne 
owne faction, eng thy proficiencie and honourts 
 Whichthou aſpireſt, hach pocketred thy Grace, O en- 
uie, catterpillerto vertue ! But let him know that thou 
haſta Patron willſticke to thee, and that ihhu arr graci- 
ous in more Faculties than one, Iwill put vp another 
Grace for thee, wherein he ſhall haue no voyce, and one 


onely man an old frend of thing ſhall ſtrike it dead. 


A Grace in the behalfe of Thomas Naſhe, tothe right 
Wor ſhipfull and grana Commander of a { the ſuperrants & 
ſubrercubants of Englands great Metropolis, the Prouſt 
Alarſhall of London. 


Fieber as T homas Nati ſundrie and oftentimes 


hath been caſt into manie priſons ( by full authori- 
tie) for his miſ-bchauiors, and hath polluted chem 
all. ſo that there is not one priſon in enden, that is not 
infected with Naſhes cuil and being lately ſet at 


libertie, tangeth 1 and downe, f chering poyſon in e- 


uerie place, whereby he inſectetii he common aire; I 
am to deſire you that as youtencer the common good 
of the weale publike, and as the vertue of your office te- 
quireth, which is to clenſe the City of all vicious and vn- 
ruly perſons, when this aboue named N. ſbe ſhall hap- 
pen into your preſinctes or dioces of your ↄuthe rity ycu 
would giue him his vnction inthe higheſt degice, and 
clenſe vs quite of hin, M hich you ſhall effect bs mo 
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him not to priſons any more which are corrupted by 
him already, but commit him to the Procter of the Spatle, 
where hee ſhall not [lay long leati hee breed a plague a- 
mong themalſo:but 2 fio him to Bull, ho by your 


permiſſion hau:ng ful power ouer him and being of ſuch 
amiable and dexterious facility in diſcharging his duety, 
will ſoone knit the knot of life and death vpon him, ſtrò- 
ger then that Gordian knot neuer to bee looſed, and by 
that pritty tricke of faſt and looſe, will looſe your Cittie 
from hun and him from all his infections, and will hang 
him ia ſo ſweet & cleer a proſpect as that it wilbe great- 
ly to your credit to ſee the great concourſe therher of all 
ect of people: as firſt, I with my brethren the Ba ber- 
Chir urgions of London, wil be there, becauſe we cannot 
phlebotamize him, to anatomie him and keep his bons 
as achronicle toſhew many ages heereaſter that ſome- 
time ſiued ſuch a man, our potteritic hauing by traditi - 
on what he was, and you in ſome part i be chroni- 
cled( as well as S. George) for deſtroying this ſerpentthẽ 
there will flock all the Cunni catchers of London to ſee 
the portraiture of the arch archicectour of their arte: laſt- 
ly, al the Ballad-makers of London his very enimies that 
ſtayed his laſt grace, will be there to hea: e his confeſſion, 
and out of his laſt words will make Epitaphes of him, & 
afterward Ballads of the lite and death of I omas Naſh. 
Let this grace paſſe as loone as inaybee , if not for any 
perticular loue to him. yet as you are a Magiſtrate ofthe 
Cittie, and ought to knowe what tis to prefer a publike 
commodititie: ij this grace paſſe not, hee is like to bee 
ſtayde finally till the next yeere. I his head · lecturer pre- 

ſent him to you. 


Richard Lichfield. 
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Thus (cutteou: Gentlemen) I haue brought you to 
the ende of his erumming, though he be not ſo curiouſiy 
done as he deſeruech : hold mee excuſed, hee is the 6:1; 
man that euer I cut on this faſhion, And if pethaps in 
this Tiunming 1 haue cut mote partes of him than are 
neceſſ.rie, let mee heate your centures, and in my next 
Cut I will not be ſo lauiſh : but as the Cui ate, who M hen 
he was firlt inſtald into his Benefice, and among other 
Iniunctions being inioynd (4 the order is)to forewarne 
his Pariſh of Holy-dajes, that they mig] faſt for them: 
and thinking all thoſe Holy daics which hee ſa v in hys 
Calender written with red letters, on a time ſaid to hys 
Pariſhioners, You mult falt nc xt weniday for Saint 8% 
Uu go, which is on thurſday, becauic he ſa vit in ted 
letters. Which mooued laughter to the wile of the Pa- 
iſh; who preſently inſtructed him, that quer hat red 
words ſocuer he ſaw Faſt written, thoſe he: ſhould bid 


' Holi-dayes: ſo in ſhorttime he became expert in it. In 
like manner, I hauing but newly taken Orders in theſe 


»ffaices, if heere I haue been too prodipa'l in /negp jnaps, 
tell me of it, limit me with a Faſt, aud in ſhort time you 
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